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Highview Christiania Lutheran Church  
26690 Highview Ave 
Farmington, MN 55024 
(952) 469-2722               Highview-lutheran.org 

Christmas 1 through Epiphany of Our 
Lord 
Sunday, December 30: Psalm 147:12-20 
 
Monday, December 31: John 8:12-19 
 
Tuesday, January 1: Luke 2:15-21 
 
Wednesday, January 2: James 3:13-18 
 
Thursday, January 3: Psalm 72 
 
Friday, January 4: Isaiah 6:1-5 
 
Saturday, January 5: John 1:10-18 
 
Sunday, January 6: Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1. Making Christmas 
Meaningful at Home 

2. Monthly Mission 

3.  Hi-Lites-Monthly events 
happening here at 
Highview 

4. Board of Worship 

5. Calendar 

 

While much of secular world stops celebrating Christmas at the end of the 
day on December 25th, for the church, Christmas is just beginning.  You can celebrate 
the Twelve Days of Christmas and the Day of Epiphany with the table of readings at 
the left side of this page.  You may want to use them for morning, evening, or 
dinnertime   devotions—whatever works best at your house.  You can accompany 
each day’s reading with a Christmas carol for the day, like the ones suggested 
below.  The hymn number are from our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. If 
you don’t have a copy of ELW at home, most of these can be found in other 
songbooks, or online: 

 Sunday December 30: “Love Has Come,” (ELW #292) 
 Monday December 31: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” (ELW #282) 
 Tuesday January 1: “What Child is This,” (ELW #296) 
 Wednesday January 2: “Away in a Manger,” (ELW #296)  
 Thursday January 3: “Silent Night, Holy Night!” (ELW #281) 
 Friday January 4: “Angels from the Realms of Glory,” (ELW #275) 
 Saturday January 5: “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord,” (ELW #286) 
 Sunday January 6: “The First Noel,” (ELW #300) 

 

 A fun way to conclude the Christmas season is with a blessing for you 
home, either on Twelfth Night (January 5th) or the Day of Epiphany (January 6th) or 
another time during the time after Epiphany.  You may inscribe a blessing with chalk 
above the main door of your house, like this; “20 + CMB + 19.”  As you make the 
inscription, you may say, “The magi of old, known as (C) Casper (M) Melchior, and 
(B) Balthasar followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us (20) two 
thousand (19) and nineteen years ago.  (+) Christ, bless this house, (+) and remain 
with us throughout the new year.”  White chalk is traditional for this blessing, but 
at my house over the years, we have used colored sidewalk chalk.  Above our front 
entrance, you can see faded layers of red, green, blue, and every color of the 
rainbow.  After making the inscription, you may walk through each room of your 
house, sprinkling water as a reminder of baptism, perhaps using a branch from the 
Christmas tree, and praying God’s blessing upon each room in your house.  God 
bless you and your family as continue your home Christmas celebration! 

Making Christmas Meaningful at Home 
By Pastor Michael Mandsager 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Lincoln Place is our Monthly Mission.  

 Lincoln Place is a housing program with 24 efficiency apartments located in Eagan, 

Minnesota. The program serves youth experiencing homelessness who are between the 

ages of 18 and 24 and is designed to help transition its residents our of homelessness 

into stable housing and a healthy adulthood. Lincoln Place is a collaborating of Dakota 

County and the Dakota County Community Development Agency. 

  

Mindy in her Lincoln Place 
Apartment 

In spring 2010, Mindy Paurus was completing her senior year of high school, was 
homeless, and living in a car with her mother and brother. Two years after 
moving into Lincoln Place, she has graduated from high school and started her 
college education at Normandale Community College. 

Mindy was recently awarded $1000 from the 2012 Minnesota NAHRO Education 
Scholarship Program to assist her with college expenses. In her scholarship 
application Mindy noted, "After I moved into Lincoln Place, I finally felt like I 

Monthly Mission for January 2019 

 
““To improve the 
lives of Dakota 
County residents 
and enhance the 
economic vitality 
of communities 
through housing 
and community 
development." 

 

was on the right track." She aspires to become an educator or to work with teens to prepare them for the road 
ahead. 

 

Page 2 
Highview Christiania  

Lutheran Church 

 



For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for you welfare and not for harm, to give you 

a future with hope.  --Jeremiah 29:11 

  

 Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope 
that is in you.  -- 1 Peter 3:15b 
 
 We know it’s just turning over another page on the calendar, but somehow a new year gives us a 
sense of hope.  Why else would thousands of people stand in the cold for hours in Times Square, and millions 
more stay up to watch that ball drop on T.V.? There is something within that needs to believe-- despite all 
the evidence to the contrary-- that tomorrow will be better than today.  A new page on the calendar is a 
flimsy thing on which to hang one’s hopes, but we want to believe just the same. 
  

God has given us a solid reason to have hope for the future.  As the First Letter of Peter puts it, 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,” (1 Peter 1:3).  Through the gift of 
baptism, we get a fresh start, not just once a year, but every day, every time we remember that we have 
been claimed as children of God and heir of God’s promise.  As I write this, it is December 27th, the 
commemoration day of St. John the Evangelist, and the baptism anniversary of my daughter, Julia.  On this 
day in 1992, she was given a new birth into a living hope, and that new birth is renewed for her, and for me, 
and for you, dear reader, each and every day. 
  

So, we do enter the new year with hope, not because we get new calendars, but because we are 
renewed in God’s promises, in the new year, and every year, forever.  Hope does indeed spring eternal. 
  

As the new year begins, new things are happening at Highview: our new choir director and organist, 
Jonathan Madden, will bring a new face and his own style to our worship and music.  For our children and 
youth, we are already making plans for the summer with a new tradition-- VBS Day Camp-- and a beloved old 
tradition, the Boundary Waters trip.  Other traditions we look forward to in the new year include the Mount 
Olivet Retreat, the Highview ski trip, the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer during Lent, delicious soup suppers, 
and more.  All of these events are occasions for hope, as we celebrate the promises that are ours in Jesus 
Christ. 
 What are your hopes for the new year? Send me a text at 507-581-3421, or email me at 
mikemandsager@gmail.com.  I would love to hear from you. 
     Happy New Year! 
     Pastor Michael Mandsager 

Pastor’s Column “Hope Springs Eternal” 
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Highview Hi-Lites 

 
ELCA Good Gifts: Want to give gifts that grow the church, fight hunger, and transform lives? Just follow these four easy steps: 1) 
choose one or more ornaments from the tree in the sanctuary with pictures of gifts on them (mosquito nets, Bibles, microloans, 
and farm animals, etc.) 2) Make out a check to Highview with Good Gifts and your choice of gift in the memo space.  (For example: 
“Good Gifts: goat.” 3) Put your check in the offering plate or turn it in at the church office. 4) Take your ornament home and hang 
on a tree at home as a reminder of how you are blessing others this Christmas! Additionally, Sunday School kids have received 
“God’s Global Barnyard” banks, in which the can collect money to buy chicks, goats, and other farm animals for families around the 
world.  (WELCA has already donated a whole farm!) Please turn in your coin banks and Good Gift by Today-December 30th. 
 
The Annual Family Retreat at Mount Olivet Retreat Center is Sunday January 13th, beginning at 11:30, after the late service. There 
will be lunch at noon, church family bonding time after lunch with games, sledding, swimming, skiing, watch a football game, or 
just talking with your friends until 5:00 p.m.  The cost is $30.00/family or $10.00/Adult, scholarships are available. You can sign up 
in Dyste Hall on the kiosk or email Betsy  highviewgenerations@gmail.com with how many adults and kids under 14 who will be 
attending. Please be signed up by January 6th, 
so we can have the numbers turned in. Thank you. 
 
Annual Meeting: This year’s annual meeting will take place January 20th at 11:30 a.m. in Dyste Hall.  Please have all information 
submitted at least 2 weeks prior to the meeting.  
 
Boundary Waters youth trip is set for July 22-27th. Wilderness Canoe Base requests a firm count of the number of people going 
by January 15th, so we can open a registration page on their website and get signed up.  Please contact the church office as soon 
as you can if your youth will be coming along on this fabulous trip into the great B.W.C.A.  We will also need a deposit of $100 for 
each participant.  Checks should be made out to Highview, with "Boundary Waters" in the memo space.  Wilderness Canoe Base 
asks for the deposits to be turned in between January 15th and no later than March 15th; however, it would be helpful to have 
those deposits on the early side (in January, if possible) so we can put some of that money toward the group deposit, which 
reserves our spot at Wilderness.    
  
Choir resumes January 9th with our new director, Jonathan Madden: new and returning singers, please join us for choir 
rehearsals from 7 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday evenings.  In January, the choir will rehearse on January 9th, 16th, and 23rd.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ushers 
 
January 6th:  8 a.m. TBD  10:30 
a.m. Glen and Marlys Shirley 
 
January 13th:   8 a.m. TBD    10:30 a.m. 
Glen and Marlys Shirley 
 
January 20th:  TBD     10:30 a.m. Glen 
and Marlys Shirley 
 
January 27th:   TBD      10:30 a.m. Glen 
and Marlys Shirley  

 

From the Board of Worship 
 
January Assistant Ministers 
 
January 6th:  8 a.m. TBD  10:30 a.m. 
Vickie Tyler  
 
January 13th:   8 a.m. TBD    10:30 a.m. 
Jonathan Wiese 
 
January 20th:  TBD 
 
January 27th:  TBD  
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