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HIGHVIEW CHRISTIANIA 
Monthly Mission: Luther Seminary 

 

 

  

Luther Theological Seminary was founded in 1876. It is the largest of the eight ELA Seminaries. 

Luther Seminary is located in St. Paul, MN. It is our mission to support the Seminary and utilize their 

outreach programs, especially with our youth. Luther’s Mission and Vision is as follows: 

Mission: Luther Seminary educates leaders for Christian communities called and sent by the Holy 

Spirit to witness to salvation through Jesus Christ and to serve in God’s world.   

Vision: The Holy Spirit calls Luther Seminary to lead faithful innovation for the sake of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ in a rapidly changing world.  
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Pastor’s column 

As the season of the year turns and the leaves begin to change color, I often think of these bible 
verses as well as the song written from these words by The Byrds. 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 

For everything, there is a season….  Turn, Turn, Turn 

Highview has been through many seasons and as we approach the fall season this year our doors 
are open and it feels as if everything is turning day by day as it used to. We gather to praise, 
worship and join in fellowship together. 

As we rejoice over being back together (like we used to) we also celebrate the changes as we turn 
into a new season. 

This year we incorporated an end-of-summer community corn feed followed by our annual Rally 
Day, both of which were a great success where much fellowship and fun were had!  …a time to 
laugh 

We turn to the new season with new liturgy and changes to our Sunday morning worship as well as 
added a worship service on Wednesday evenings. Our doors are open and we are trying new 
things.  …a time to build up 

We continue to look at ways we can grow in our Faith! 

Vince Mako led Bible Chat for 4 weeks with conversations, interpretation, and discernment on the 
Beatitudes. Karla Miller began “Sing and Celebrate” for our youth and families following service on 
Sundays, it’s a time to sing and a time to celebrate the abundance God provides. 

God abundantly provides and so do all of you, I am thankful and grateful for each and every one of 
you! You all have and continue to be generous with all your gifts, it is these gifts that grow and are 
shared with others. We are witnesses to the love of Christ and one of the ways we witness is 
through our giving. It is our mission to “Fed the World”.  As we witness, we help others discover 
the ways in which they can be generous and live to reflect the abundance that we have in our lives. 
Our annual trail bag stewardship drive will begin with a blessing of the trail bags and bosses on 
October 9 and will go on until November 6th. Your generous gifts make it possible for Highview to 
continue to reach with the love of God for all. Thank you for your continued support! 

A time to seek… 

Much is going on as we change into a new season at Highview. You are always welcome and 

encouraged to provide any of your thoughts, ideas, and feedback on what we are doing or could 

do. We work to be flexible and adaptable to trying these “new things”. We continue to seek those 

with gifts and passions to assist with the many pieces of growing our community and planting 

seeds. We are continuing to seek volunteers to assist with all our happenings and are looking for 

those to assist with - 

Faith Formation:     

           Sunday service kid’s time/sermon 

           Lesson during Sing and Celebrate 

           Bible Chat/Bible Study 
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Directory: 

           We are looking into updating our directory. Reach out if you are interested in collaborating 

on this project, we are looking for those that would assist in taking pictures of our members on 

“picture days” as well as someone who would be able to organize the photos into a Highview 

Directory. If you would like to confirm or update your address, email, or phone number, contact 

Betsy in our office. 

We welcome all and are always looking for volunteers to share their gifts and knowledge! Feel free 

to reach out to Pastor Amy at pastoramy.hclc@gmail.com for further conversations. 

A time to lose… 

Personally, I don’t really like the word lose, yet the reality is we all still encounter loss and we know 

we have a God we can turn to that walks with us in all our joys as well as our losses. 

Our beloved secretary and parish administrator Betsy Messner has given us notice. Betsy will 

continue to be among us as a member and in the volunteer roles she assists with. Betsy has 

generously offered to assist with the transition and will be with us through the month of October. 

We are so thankful for all that she did and does and all those she holds with a loving heart. We wish 

her all the best in all her adventures and hold her and her family in our prayers. 

The board of Admin will be meeting this week to further define and prayerfully discern how to 

move forward as we fill this very big role in our church. 

A time to embrace… 

As we build up a prayer-filled community. I invite and encourage you to reach out for any of your 

prayer requests. You can do this at service on Sundays or Wednesdays, by reaching out to pastor 

Amy or if you would like a request put in the bulletin of our weekly announcements, please email 

the office at highviewlutheran@gmail.com. 

As we continue to turn and change with the seasons of our ever-changing world let us remember to 

always be thankful for all that God has abundantly provided and especially for his son, our Lord, 

Jesus Christ! 

Blessings~ 

Pastor Amy 

 

mailto:pastoramy.hclc@gmail.com
mailto:highviewlutheran@gmail.com
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President’s column 

Last month I discussed the historical proofs of Peter's authorship of the Gospel of Mark, through 
his scribe Mark. Peter lived 1 BC to 67 AD. Mark wrote the Gospel, and then established a church 
in Alexandria . One of his students was called Justus, who would become bishop of Alexandria. 
Alexandria was known as a capital of learning due to it's famous library. Pantaenus, student of 
Justus, was a teacher and missionary, using Matthew's Gospel to inspire believers in the east.  His 
student was Clement of Alexandria (150 - 215), who wrote important early books about Christian 
morality in which he discussed and quoted most New Testament books.  
These books were still considered authentic by Origen (185 -254 AD) , a student in Alexandria who 
wrote commentaries for almost every book of the complete Bible. He obtained a full Old 
Testament scroll, had access to all New Testament books, and wrote 2,000 commentaries 
legitimizing scripture. After Origen, we have Pamphilus, his student, who wrote the 5 volume 
"Apology for Origen".  Pamphilus' student , Eusebius (263 - 339) wrote many commentaries 
identifying 26 of the New Testament books, and writing the history of the early church, quoting all 
his sources. This brings us up to the Codex Sinaiticus, found at St. Catherines Monastery on Mount 
Sinai in 1844, as the oldest complete copy of the Bible, dated to around 350 AD.  
We can also follow the chain from the Apostle Paul (5 - 67AD), who taught Linus,while under 
house arrest in Rome. Linus, (see 2 Timothy 4:21), became Pope in Rome after the death of Peter 
and Paul, and taught Clement (see Philippians 4:3), who became Pope as well. He wrote a letter to 
the Corinthians, (80 - 140), which is the earliest non-Biblical Christian document we have, 
referencing the Old and New Testaments.  Then Justin Martyr (103 - 165), wrote many works as a 
Christian apologist, and quoted Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Revelation.  His student Tatian of 
Assyria (120- 180),also wrote of the 4 Gospels, Acts, and Paul's letters. It's clear that the books we 
have now were circulating and well-accepted authentic documents with no gaps all the way up to 
the oldest Bible still in existence, most of which is housed in the British Museum today. 
  One more chain originates with the Apostle John. He was a teacher of Ignatius and 
Polycarp.   Ignatius (35 - 117 AD), became bishop of Antioch and wrote 7 letters of encouragement 
to the local churches, quoting Matthew, John, Luke, and Paul's letters, proving their early 
existence.  Polycarp (69 - 155) who was bishop of Smyrna, was familiar with John and the other 
Apostles. He writes of the "sacred Scriptures", and quotes multiple Gospels and writings of Paul's, 
affirming an early date for the New Testament canon.  
Polycarp taught Irenaeus (120 -202 AD) of Smyrna, who identified 24 of the books of the New 
Testament as scripture, and affirmed the accounts were from eye-witnesses.  Irenaeus had a 
student called Hippolytus (170 -236 AD), of Rome, who wrote "Refutation of All Heresies", where 
he identified 24 New Testament books as scripture.  
I am amazed at the substantial amount of ancient writings we still have copies of, that 
authenticate the Bible we have today as a first hand eye-witness account of the life of Jesus, 
written by people who knew him and were willing to die for spreading the word about what he did 
and said. Most of the Apostles did die horrible deaths for their testimony, and many of the early 
writers described in this article also were either martyred or persecuted. While it's true that 
people may be willing to die for something they believe, even if untrue, it's improbable that all 
these writers would choose to die for what they know is a lie. The evidence supports the Bible as 
historically accurate. 
 
 
-- 
Vickie Tyler 
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC COLUMN 

 

Happy October everyone!  It is so lovely as the trees begin to turn their shades of beautiful colors and 

the ground gets covered with leaves.  We should count ourselves most fortunate to have such variety 

in our lovely seasons.  We also are able to experience changes in our worship practices and liturgies 

which keep things fresh and new while maintaining our traditional and familiar practices as well.  Yes, 

we will be experiencing a new format in our liturgy for the next four weeks.  I call it the global liturgy, 

as we will sing selections from many regions of the world.  We will also have some drumming to go 

along with some of the selections.  The drummer’s name is Michael Sanchez.  He is a friend of mine 

from Brooklyn Center.  

 The next four Sundays (10/2, 10/9, 10/16 & 10/23) will feature these selections.  I know that some of 

the music will be easier than other parts but I hope that you will do your best to learn them and to 

find the joy in singing them.  The Highview Choir has learned all of the parts and they are ready to go.  

Remember that all of the familiar forms of the liturgy were new at one time and you had to get 

familiar with them!  God bless you all richly and may you find peace during the times of learning some 

new music. 

 

Karla Miller 

Director of Music 
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HIGHVIEW HI-LITES 

Directory 

Our directory is out of date.  We are looking for a photographer and someone with good graphic skills.  Also, if you 
have any updates on your address, email or phone number please let Betsy know at highviewlutheran@gmail.com 

Blessing of the Saddle Bags 
Blessing of the saddle bags will be Sunday, October 9th. 
  

WELCA Annual Meeting 

The WELCA 2022 annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 20 following the church service.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  This meeting is very important as we need to elect 4 new Executive Board members 
and need people to volunteer for these positions to assist the remaining members to continue WELCA's 
mission.  We will also be filling holiday goodie bags for our homebound as we have in the past.  Future activities will 
be discussed. 

WELCA Updates 

There will not be a Norwegian Supper this year. 

WELCA needs support for our annual benevolences.  Last year we donated $2,100.  Typical donation amounts are 
$25 although larger donations would allow WELCA to donate more.  Please send donations to: 

JoAnn Bass (WELCA treasurer) 
25421 Natchez Ave 
Elko, MN  55020 
Or put your donation in JoAnn’s mailbox. 
  
2021 WELCA Benevolences 
Youth Group Armful of Love Support    $500 
360 Community (1/2 Farmington & 1/2 Lakeville)  $1,000 
Hope for the Community ENM food shelf   $300 
CAC Food Shelf Northfield     $300 

  

Lutefisk Orders 

Gerry Schmidt will be ordering lutefisk the end of October.  If you would like to order please contact Gerry for 
information, 612-599-6690. 

  

Confirmation Sunday 

Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday, October 23rd for Matt Touisgnant. 

  

ELCA Hurricane Relief Response 

For the month of October, we will be collecting monetary funds to assist those effected by hurricane Ian.  Please 
note this designation on your check memo or envelope.   
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October 2022  

       

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  1 

 

2 

9:00 am  

Worship 

10:15 am Sing $ 

Celebrate Choir  

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

5:00  Sunday School & 

Confirmation 

 5:45 Church Family 

Supper 

6:30 Service 

7:15 Choir 

 

6 

Men’s 

Group 

/Quilters 

9:00 am 

7 8 

 

9 

9:00 am  

Worship 

10:15 am Sing $ 

Celebrate Choir  

Blessing of the saddle 

bags 

 

10 11 12 

5:00  Sunday School & 

Confirmation 

 5:45 Church Family  

Supper 

6:30 Service 

7:15 Choir 

 

13 

Men’s 

Group 

/Quilters 

9:00 am 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

9:00 am  

Worship 

10:15 am Sing $ 

Celebrate Choir  

 

17 

 

Council 6:30 

pm 

18 

 

19 

5:00  Sunday School & 

Confirmation 

 5:45 Church Family 

Supper 

6:30 Service 

7:15 Choir 

 

20 

Men’s 

Group 

/Quilters 

9:00 am 

21 22 

23 

9:00 am  

Worship 

Confirmation Sunday 

Reception following in 

church basement. 

10:15 am Sing $ 

Celebrate Choir  

 

24 25 26 

5:00  Halloween Family 

Fun Night/celebrating 

Betsy’s last week. 

 5:45 Church Family 

Supper 

7:15 Choir 

 

27 

Men’s 

Group 

/Quilters 

9:00 am 

28 29 

30 

9:00 am  

Worship 

 

31      
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Highview Financials as of 8/31/2022

MONTH 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

JANUARY 11,548.50$           10,827.02$       12,988.39$    15,658.45$    9,107.00$         

FEBRUARY 14,578.00$           12,666.72$       12,248.00$    8,962.00$       12,951.76$      

MARCH 9,939.00$             16,255.50$       16,501.00$    14,157.00$    13,170.10$      

APRIL 21,027.00$           21,471.40$       10,880.00$    15,391.50$    12,981.98$      

MAY 10,051.00$           11,058.33$       11,636.00$    11,210.00$    9,601.00$         

JUNE 9,180.25$             10,801.00$       12,170.00$    13,206.00$    12,332.00$      

JULY 12,690.00$           10,733.00$       12,177.30$    9,034.32$       9,757.00$         

AUGUST 11,977.00$           9,909.00$          13,090.30$    10,285.00$    16,209.00$      

SEPTEMBER 13,587.93$           15,170.96$       11,362.00$    11,973.03$    

OCTOBER 17,425.27$           10,790.00$       9,432.00$      9,415.00$       

NOVEMBER 12,361.00$           12,548.60$       13,710.00$    13,025.95$    

DECEMBER 19,246.52$           19,097.00$       9,625.00$      11,011.39$    

  COLLECTIONS 163,611.47$        161,328.53$     145,819.99$  143,329.64$  

RENT YTD 19,200.00$           19,200.00$       19,200.00$    6,400.00$       9,250.00$         

TOTAL 182,811.47$        180,528.53$     165,019.99$  149,729.64$  105,359.84$    

BUDGET 184,161.40$        174,190.00$     168,100.00$  159,350.00$  164,200.00$    
   Collections 154,990.00$    148,900.00$ 140,150.00$ 142,000.00$   
   Rent 19,200.00$       19,200.00$   19,200.00$    22,200.00$      

DIFFERENCE (1,349.93)$            6,338.53$          (3,080.01)$     (9,620.36)$     (58,840.16)$     

GENERAL COLLECTIONS & RENT

Avg/Mo Budget -Collections $11,833.33

Avg/Mo Budget - Rent 1,850.00$     

Avg/Mo Budget - Total 13,683.33$   Over/(Under) Budget

YTD Collections Income JANUARY 9,107.00$     (2,726.33)$                   

FEBRUARY 22,058.76$   (1,607.90)$                   

MARCH 35,228.86$   (271.13)$                      

APRIL 48,210.84$   877.52$                       

MAY 57,811.84$   (1,354.81)$                   

JUNE 70,143.84$   (856.14)$                      

JULY 79,900.84$   (2,932.47)$                   

AUGUST 96,109.84$   1,443.20$                    

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

RENT (YTD) 9,250.00$     (5,550.00)$                   
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HIGHVIEW CHRISTIANIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES     August 22, 2022   6:30 PM 
 

Members Present:  Loren Mohn, Catherine Mohn, Amy Johnson, Vickie Tyler, Amy Tonsager, JoAnn Bass, Roger Bass, Richard 
Schmidt, Diane Wiese, Cynthia Markle, Marlys Shirley 

 

l.  Meeting called to order by president Vickie Tyler at 6:32 PM. 
 
2.  Devotions by Cynthia comparing growth in Jesus to some aspects of gardening. 
 
3.  Frontier Update – Pastor Amy   Fiberoptics would cost $10,000!  They will call back in a month, but she has things working OK 
for the present. 

 

4.  Directory – Pastor Amy   Life Touch doesn’t do churches any more.  Discussion on whether we thought a directory valuable. 
Then, should we try to do one ourselves discussed, and how this might be done, followed.  Roger made motion we update it, 
seconded by Cathy.  Motion carried.  
 
5.  Church Services Fall Schedule – Pastor Amy    We will have one service.  Times discussed with members were 9:00 and 10:00.  
It was about two to one for 9 vs. 10, so a compromise would be 9;30.  However, considerations to work into the schedule are 
whether or not a Sunday School on Sunday, and the children’s choir rehearsal time.  Kathy said a head count will be taken at the 
August 31 Wednesday night program and supper to see who would sign up for a Sunday School time on Sunday.  Roger made 
motion that 9:00 church be scheduled, Sunday School and choir be scheduled after, and work on developing Wednesday night 
church service with its present program.  Seconded by Rick.  Motion carried.  Rally Day:  At that time will get head count and 
decide on Wednesday or Sunday for the various options discussed. 

6.  Council Reports 

a.  Secretary Report, July 18, 2022   Marlys 

5.b change name “Loren” to Roger. Loren reported it.   2) Change wordage for next meeting date to one week “later” rather 
than earlier.  Motion made to accept secretary’s report, seconded, carried. 

b.  Financial Secretary Report – JoAnn   Reiterated that July 31st deposit from the fifth Sunday will be deposited in August 
for recording.  Motion made to accept report, seconded, carried. 

c. Treasurer’s Report – none 
d. President’s Report - none 
e. Pastor’s Report – Pastor Amy passed summary of services, home visits, work with WELCA and boards, and technology.  

Her upcoming events are listed.  News of the church “open door” hours were welcomed by council as set for the 
present.  Wednesday is study day for sermon and Friday and Saturday are days off in her schedule.   

 

7.  Board Reports 
        a.    Board of Administration – Amy and Rick   On August 10 they held a meeting with those who  
                completed paperwork for our new pastor.  Next will work on Stewardship Drive.  Stewardship  
                 and Mission please get your budget estimates for next year ready.  January and March will  
                 have staff reviews.   
        b.     Board of Property – Loren   Rail will be installed on back of parsonage steps.  Pavers will be put                                                              
               down for memorial bench for Bob Gregerson.  Memorial bench for Kare Larsen will be placed by 
               path to cemetery.   

         c.   Board of Mission and Service – Diane   $452.39 collected for June mission, 460.61 for July 
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               mission, and Crescent Cove is August mission.  No requests for Hugs from Highview at present.  
               Vickie reported on condition of Don Eide who has received visits from some of our members. 
          d.  Board of Education – Cathy   Information covered in #5 on Fall Church Schedule.  There will be a    
                corn feed at the final dinner for Wednesday night summer program on August 31. 
          e.  Board of Worship – Cynthia    Would like a meeting with Karla and Pastor Amy monthly for her  
                planning,  Pastor Amy had spoken to Karla about meeting on September for such a meeting,   
                Discussion on how to be sure the facebook connection for Sunday services gets turned on for  
                those viewing services from home.  This will be worked out. 
 
7.  Other Business 
            a.  Visioning into future – Pastor Amy would like us to think of Highview’s future, what do you  
                  want to see here?, pro-active, dreaming into future.  Using the January Mt. Olivet day we  
                  have gathered for in the past was mentioned.   

 

8.  Adjournment – Next month’s devotions will be given by JoAnn.  Roger made motion to adjourn  
      seconded by Rick, carried.  All prayed Lord’s Prayer.  Meeting adjourned 8:50 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Marlys Shirley, Secretary                                                                                                      *to be approved  

    

 

 

 


