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  IMPORTANT NEWS 

  Rally Sunday: Join us in kicking off this year’s Sunday School and 

Confirmation classes with Rally Sunday! September 13th at 10:00 

am after worship.  All are welcome.  
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HIGHVIEW CHRISTIANIA 
Monthly Mission: ILAG Guatemala  

 

 

  

ILAG in Guatemala 

Support for our Synod’s Companion Relationship with the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala. The ILAG 
works to make God’s grace known; break down barriers by offering many education opportunities; provide much 

needed health initiatives; and leadership training for their 17 congregation’s church leaders and youth.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Letter from Bishop Karen Castillo: 
 

Dear Bishops, Pastors, sisters and brothers: 
 
We want to ask your prayers for the communities of Aurora 8 de octubre, 
Santa Elena 20 de octubre in Coban Alta Verapaz, Atenas, San Antonio Tzeja 
and Israel in Ixcán Quiché.  As members of the community are in quarantine 
because of the COVID-19.   Also please pray for Pastor Ricardoo poou and his 
entire family as all of them are positive, Celestino and his family as well, and 
Maria, P. Santos´ wife.  
 
What we were afraid now is a reality, the COVID-19 is in the villages, and 
there is no medicine, and they are concerned. 
 
Our trust is in God, and we ask you to pray for the families in 
Guatemala.  Our prayers are with you.  
 
Because of the stigma it creates in villages we are not posting this on 
facebook to protect their integrity.  
 
Many blessings to all of you 
 
Karen 
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 Pastor’s Column  

 

 

Pastor’s Column 

 During our August worship series, “Hope-Full,” we heard from two famous mothers from the 
Bible, Elizabeth and Mary.  We heard how Elizabeth was filled with joy when the mother of her Lord 
visited her, and as she anticipated the birth of her own son, John.  We heard how Mary was filled with 
the power of the Holy Spirit, as she sang about the promises God would keep through her Son. 

 Mary’s song shows us that Jesus learned a lot from his mother: he learned to pray, and to 
rejoice.  He learned mercy and strength.  He learned to stand up to the powerful, to lift up the lowly, 
and to feed the hungry.   

 John learned from his mother, too.  He learned  to recognize the presence of the divine, and to 
put his faith in God’s promises.  John’s strong faith made him bold enough to call people to repentance 
and right action, to prepare the way of the Lord, and to proclaim the promise that “all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.” 

 This fall, parents and teachers are trying to do what is best for children and communities.  That 
will look a little different from one school district to another, and according to the differing needs of 
individual families.  Still, we all want the same things for our children and grandchildren that Mary and 
Elizabeth wanted: that they will grow up to be kind and compassionate, that they will care for the well-
being of their neighbors, that they will stand up for one another.   

 As we enter this fall, please remember children, teachers, and educators in your prayers, and 
thank teachers often for the important work they are doing.  Even with all the uncertainty of the 
present time, may God continue to show all of us moments of joy, and may the Spirit give us power to 
continue to rely on God’s  sure and certain promises. 

     In Christ, 

     Pastor Michael Mandsager                    
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 President’s Column  

What does God want from me? 

About 3,000 years ago, the first king of Israel, King Saul, was told by the prophet Samuel that God delights more in our 

obedience to His voice, than in sacrifices.( 1 Samuel 15:22). Sadly for King Saul, his pride got in the way, and he was 

replaced by King David.  About 500 years later, the prophet Jeremiah writes in judgement of more evil, prideful kings, 

who were accumulating vast wealth at their subjects' expense, "Your father defended the cause of the poor and 

needy, Is that not what it means to know me? declares the Lord." ( Jeremiah 22:16).  I love that Jeremiah says that 

caring for the poor and needy is what it actually means to know God, not just to 'please' God.  So you want to know 

who God is? Defend the poor and you will know.  

Isaiah gets even more obvious in chapter 1. He is again addressing evil kings and the nation of Israel as he re-states 

finding no pleasure in their sacrifices and offerings. Verse 17 lays it all out, "learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage 

the oppressed, Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow." The oppressed, the widows and 

orphans, would have been so helpless, over endless stretches of centuries before our time, by being unable to 

lawfully work or own property, or escape being themselves considered property. Oppressing women has been a near 

constant. 

Micah 6:8 puts it simply, "And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with your God." 

Now for those of you who prefer the Gospels, and New Testament, bear with me for one more verse from Hosea 6. 

God is speaking through the prophet, again to an unrepentant king and people, in verse 6, "For I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings."  

Here comes the really good part in Matthew 9 ! The Pharisees are grumbling because Jesus is eating with "sinners" 

and tax collectors. The 'sinners' were the people who were not following the letter of their law. So Jesus says " It is 

not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ' I desire mercy, not sacrifice."( 

quoting Hosea 6:6)  For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."  And again in Matthew 12:7 Jesus says "If 

you had known what these words mean, ' I desire mercy, not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned 

the innocent."  Jesus goes on in Matthew 25 to describe who will receive God's inheritance in verse 35-36 , " I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 

to visit me." -Feeding the hungry- just got very easy with the synod's food shelf challenge explained in our weekly 

announcements.  -The thirsty-?  We could donate to the  ELCA good gifts program, which digs wells, and provides 

water purification all over the world. Also please continue to support ILAG in Guatemala, and the water purification 

system our offering has already provided for in the village of Cimiento. I am sure there are still many villages in ILAG 

where the congregations draw their water from the streams and rivers. - Inviting in a stranger-?  How about helping 

out a local homeless shelter or animal shelter, or assisting an immigrant in your area, struggling to navigate our 

complicated systems. Ask Ken and Annette Burmeister how they lived this out through fostering children.  -Clothing 

people- is easy. Ask Cathy Mohn how you can donate to the Good Will, and clean out your closets! -Looking after the 

sick- in this time of covid19 can be as simple as wearing a mask to not spread our germs, and taking groceries to our  
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immune-compromised neighbors. -Prison visitation- may not be your go-to area of service at the moment, but how 

about calling a shut-in, or even just sending an old-fashioned card .  

So what does God want from us?  To act justly, to love mercy, to help the poor and oppressed, and look after the 

widows and orphans, with humility. I think that might mean to listen without assumptions or bias. If someone says 

they are oppressed, or poor, or suffering injustice, let's err on the side of believing them and trust God with the rest. 

Let Him be the judge, and let us be the humble servants of the needy. Take the risk, in order to know God,( Jeremiah 

22:16).  

I will end with James 1:27, "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 

and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world." 

Could anyone find fault with a religion like that? Who wouldn't want to join that church. How can we continue to be 

that church?  
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HIGHVIEW CHRISTIANIA 

HI-LITE’S 
 

 

Welcome Karla Miller 

 

 

We are excited to welcome Karla Miller to the Highview staff, beginning in 

September.  Karla is a highly accomplished musician with many years of church music 

experience.  She is a talented organist and pianist and a gifted choir director.  She also 

happens to be a daughter of the congregation—Darrell and Arlys Wiese are her parents.  
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Confirmation orientation for grades 6-9 will be Wednesday September 9th at 7 p.m.  We will gather outside in the 
south parking lot, weather permitting.  In case of bad weather, we will meet in the Celebration Center.  Please bring 
your own lawn chairs. 

Sunday School teachers want your input and your help! Our school districts have announced their plans for the fall, 
and there is a lot of variation amongst them: some will be offering in-person class every day, while others will offer 
a hybrid model, and some families will be opting for distance learning; and, of course, these plans could change at 
any time.  We want to design Sunday School in a way that will work for all our families.  For now, we are planning to 
offer a 30-minute outdoor Sunday school right after  9 a.m. worship, beginning Rally Sunday, September 13th.  To 
help us plan, please  let us know: will your kids be attending Sunday School in person this year, or would you prefer 
an online option.  Also, are you available to help teach Sunday School? Please text April Fitzloff at 651-592-7334  or 
email fitzloffapril@gmail.com by September 7th.   

Outdoor Worship continues through September 9 a.m. September 6th and 20th will be Holy Communion 
services.  September 13th and 27th will be Services of the Word.  For communion services, please bring your own 
bread and grape juice, or small, single-serving containers of wine, which should be empty before you leave the 
parking lot.   YouTube does not allow us to stream live, so  our services are now being streamed on Facebook live, 
and can be viewed any time at https://www.facebook.com/highviewfarmington  

 Here are some important reminders for a safe, enjoyable worship experience: 

1. Please stay home if you are sick. 
2. No carpooling, please—come only with your own household. 
3. Ushers will be on hand to direct you where to park. 
4. If you are sitting outside and you want to sing, please wear a mask and sit at least 12 feet from other 

household groups. 
5. We will not be serving food or beverages; but feel free to bring your own! Please do not share food or 

drink between cars. 
6. Bathrooms will be available in the Celebration Center (our north building) if needed. 
7. When you arrive, tune your radio to FM station 97.9. 
8. We will email you the bulletin before the service, so you can print it at home or view it on a device. 
9. We will have a bucket into which you can drop your offering on your way out, or you may give online or 

by mail. 

 
Safe Re-opening committee update: The Safe Re-Opening Committee was appointed by the church council to help 
us navigate COVID-19.  The committee met last month and made the following recommendations: 

• Worship and other gatherings continue to be outdoors for the time being.  The committee will meet 
again on September 16th to evaluate and plan next steps as the weather turns colder. 

• Rally Sunday will be September 13th.  We will offer a half-hour Christian education time after worship 
that Sunday and each Sunday thereafter. 

• Betsy will be available in the church office each Thursday morning from 9-11 a.m.  For the purposes of 
contact tracing, please sign in as you enter at the north door.  Masks are now required in all indoor public 
spaces.  If you do not have a mask, we will have some available at the entrance.  

 

 

  
Opportunities to support local food shelves: the Saint Paul Area Synod is challenging every 

mailto:fitzloffapril@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/highviewfarmington
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT LOCAL FOOD SHELVES: THE SAINT PAUL AREA SYNOD IS 
CHALLENGING EVERY CONGREGATION IN THE SYNOD TO SEE HOW MUCH WE CAN GIVE TO 
$50,000 TO LOCAL FOOD SHELVES DURING THE REMAINDER OF 2020.  DIVIDED EQUALLY 
AMONGST THE 110 CONGREGATIONS IN THE SYNOD, THAT’S JUST $455.  THE NEED IS GREAT, 
AND DEMAND IS HIGH.  HIGHVIEW HAS ALWAYS BEEN A GREAT SUPPORTER OF LOCAL FOOD 
SHELVES—WE CAN MEET THIS CHALLENGE! PLEASE SEND CHECKS MADE OUT TO HIGHVIEW 
CHRISTIANIA LUTHERAN CHURCH, 26690 HIGHVIEW AVE., FARMINGTON, MN 55024, AND WRITE 
“FOOD SHELF CHALLENGE” IN THE MEMO SPACE.  WE WILL DISTRIBUTE THE PROCEEDS 
AMONGST THE FARMINGTON, LAKEVILLE, AND NORTHFIELD FOOD SHELVES. 
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From Joanne Rodland, a wonderful musician who has worked for us as a substitute choir director: Welcome to our first 
“If Music Be the Food…” concert in Northfield, Minnesota to benefit the Community Action Center of Northfield!  We 
wish we could share this musical nourishment with you today in person, but due to the Corona Virus Pandemic that is 
unfortunately not possible.  We have created this Virtual Concert for you instead.  “If Music Be the Food…” is a project 
begun in 2009 in Rochester, New York, to raise awareness and support for the hungry in the local community through 
the sharing of great music and to teach young people about the importance of community service. There are now IMBTF 
branches throughout the country and in Canada. We are very excited to begin this IMBTF chapter with you here in 
Northfield and we look forward to seeing you at future concerts live and in person! To learn more about “If Music Be the 
Food…” please visit www.ifmusicbethefood.com 
 Here is the YouTube link for the If Music Be the Food Northfield Virtual Concert: 
 https://youtu.be/0JlHDuuKgO4 

  “If Music Be the Food…” is a fully volunteer endeavor, so we are especially grateful to Ben Kerswell for donating his 

time to produce this video, to all of the artists for donating their performances, and to First United Church of Christ 

Northfield for being our hosts. Please donate at any time to the Community Action Center of Northfield: 

https://communityactioncenter.org/donate 

 

FROM WELCA 

Dear Highview Members, 

I hope that you and your families are well and enjoying summer. With the Covid 19 virus still very much in the 

news and not slowing down much, I pray that you all stay safe and healthy.  

As September approaches and many Fall activities are still un-decided, your WELCA committee has made a 

decision about our Annual Lutefisk Supper. Because of the risk that comes with having a large group in the 

church for the Supper, we are cancelling the Supper for 2020.  In honor of our Annual Lutefisk Supper, WELCA is 

asking for a donation of $25 per family to offset the cost of our work and benevolences for the communities 

around us this Fall and beyond.  

You may send or give your donations to our Treasurer, Joann Bass at 24521 Natchez Avenue, Lakeville, MN 

55044. 

Thank you so much, 

Your WELCA Board:  

Gretchen Paulson, Joann Bass, Cynthia Markle, Judy Tupy, Yvette Mealman and Marilyn Mitlyng 
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